Pro/Con Statements about the Specific Purpose Excise Tax Proposition

Albany County, May 4, 2010 Ballot

Prepared by the League of Women Voters of Laramie*



Pro (for the proposition)


1.  The tax is not new; it renews an existing tax, which is about to expire in April 2010.





2.  This renewal has an automatic expiration when $42 million is collected if a majority of votes are for the proposition.





3.  The tax must be used for specific purposes in Laramie, Rock River and Albany County, all of which are spelled out clearly in the ballot.  





4.  Annual audits are public record; the projects are highly visible, so governments can be held accountable if work is not done.  





5.  None of the projects are frivolous; all have been carefully considered and voted upon by the entities that proposed them, with citizen input during the decision-making process





6. Over half of the projects are infrastructure improvements that cannot be funded any other way, though our local governments have been diligent about applying for federal grants where possible.  Nearly every community has the same difficulty in setting aside funds from existing revenues for infrastructure upgrades in the future.





7. Tourists pay the tax; this extra 1% will stay in our county, unlike 4% of the current 5% sales tax earmarked for Wyoming State Government. We pay local sales tax when we shop elsewhere. 





8. Sales tax in Ft. Collins is currently higher, at 6.7% (2.25% on food).  In Cheyenne it is currently 6% also. 





9.  Wyoming does not allow sales taxes to be applied to food for home consumption, so this tax will not be collected on food. 








Con (against the proposition)


1.  If voted down, the existing tax approved in 2001 expires, and sales tax of 5% returns.





2. It took about 9 years for the 2001 1% tax to reach its cap of close to $42 million, our sales tax will be 6% if approved again in 2010. 





3.  Voters cannot pick and choose among the projects listed, they must either vote to support all, or to reject all with their vote on the tax.  





4. City and County governments cannot be trusted to spend the money on the items mentioned in the ballot.





5.  In this time of economic hardship, any tax is onerous; we should strive to lower taxes, not keep them at the same level. Seek state or federal grants instead.  





6.  We should adopt a pay-as-you-go approach to infrastructure improvements; if we don’t have the funds, don’t do the projects.  Wait until the economy improves and local revenues increase from the current sales tax.  We should accrue funds for infrastructure improvements so we don’t get into this situation.





7. It isn’t fair to tax visitors to our county who don’t benefit from things like Courthouse, Fairgrounds, Library and Civic Center improvements.  





8. The tax encourages people to go out of the county to make their purchases.








9.  The people of Albany County can’t afford to pay extra taxes on things that are basic necessities.  





*The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan political organization, which never supports political parties or candidates.  The League may take a stand on issues upon which members have reached a consensus.  While the Laramie LWV does support increasing revenues for the city and county, they have not taken a stand on this ballot issue.  The LWV is dedicated to providing information that will assure a well-informed electorate.   








